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Steve Ahern

Steve Ahern is the author of the well known radio text book Making Radio and is an
international trainer and consultant specialising in radio formats, digital radio and multi-
platform broadcasting. In the 2009 Queen’s Birthday honours list he was awarded an Order
of Australia Medal (OAM).

Steve has worked in the media for over thirty years and is currently Managing Director of
his own company Ahern Media & Training Pty Ltd. He was previously Director of Radio at
the Australian Film Television & Radio School (AFTRS) and a senior executive at the

Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC).

Steve began his media career as a radio reporter, producer and announcer at various
commercial and community radio stations in Australia, then joined the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation where he managed three of the ABC's Metro Stations: 2NC
Newcastle, 2CN Canberra, and 3LO Melbourne.

He was the founding consultant for South Africa’s national media training school (NEMISA),
an international project funded by an AusAID grant, and recently organised a national

‘Digital Radio Roadshow’ to assist Australia’s move into digital radio.

Steve has also worked in Teaching, International Public Relations, and Executive
Management. He was Radio Columnist for The Australian newspaper in 1999; the
founding editor of the radioinfo online newsletter; and the author of various texts and
training publications. He has presented papers at many Radio Conferences in Australia and
internationally on specialties such as Digital Radio and Broadcast Management in the Multi-
Media Age.

Steve’s most recent publication is a novel about politics and the media, called Harbour

Terror, which is set in a community radio station.
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Board positions have included: Chairman of TAFE’s media course accreditation board;
Deputy Chairman of Radio 2RRR, Chairman of Australia’s Open Garden Scheme (ACT);
Deputy Chairman of Australia’s Open Garden Scheme (Vic) and AFTRS Academic Board.

Steve has consulted to SBS Radio, 2RRR FM, The Attorney General’'s department, The
Australian Broadcasting Authority (ABA), WOW FM, 2WEB, Marconi Club Radio
Committee, South Africa’s national media training school (NEMISA Ltd), India’s Meow FM,
United Wireless Pty Ltd, the Johnny Walker Gold Classic and numerous other companies

and radio stations.

He has a Degree in Education, certificates in Workplace Training and post graduate

qualifications in Business Management. He lives in Sydney with his wife and two sons.
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